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UCSF Global Health Economics Colloquium 

Friday, 22 November 2013 - Gladstone Institute, Mission Bay Campus 

 
Agenda  

 
The Colloquium’s goal is to develop links and identify areas for collaboration among 
economists and non-economists with shared interests in global health. 
	  
Time	   Title/	  Presenter	  

9:00	  am	  –	  9:30	  am	   Welcome	  

James	  G.	  Kahn,	  Coordinator,	  Global	  Health	  Economics	  Consortium	  

Jaime	  Sepulveda,	  Executive	  Director,	  Global	  Health	  Sciences	  

Claire	  Brindis,	  Director,	  Philip	  R.	  Lee	  Institute	  for	  Health	  Policy	  
Studies	  

9:30	  am	  -‐	  11:00	  am	   UCSF	  global	  health	  economics	  research	  

Research	  snapshots:	  

James	  G.	  Kahn,	  Overview	  

Jenny	  Liu,	  Global	  Health	  Sciences.	  Behavioral	  economics:	  Feasibility	  
and	  acceptability	  of	  malaria	  rapid	  diagnostic	  tests	  for	  private	  drug	  
shop	  providers	  in	  Nigeria	  

Joanne	  Spetz,	  IHPS.	  Workforce:	  Foreign-‐trained	  nurses	  in	  the	  U.S.:	  
origins	  and	  roles	  

George	  Sawaya,	  Ob/Gyn.	  Using comparative effectiveness and cost-
effectiveness analyses to optimize cervical cancer screening 

Leslie	  Wilson,	  Clinical	  Pharmacy.	  Costs:	  Evaluating	  a	  policy	  to	  
encourage	  use	  of	  inexpensive	  generic	  drugs	  in	  Argentina	  

Collaborators’	  perspectives:	  

Diane	  Havlir,	  Director	  SFGH	  AIDS	  Program.	  The	  role	  of	  economics	  in	  
SEARCH	  studies	  of	  ART	  expansion	  in	  East	  Africa	  

Alison	  Hill,	  Managing	  Director,	  Vestergaard	  Frandsen.	  The	  role	  of	  
economics	  in	  community	  integrated	  prevention	  campaigns	  for	  
diarrhea,	  malaria,	  and	  HIV	  in	  Africa	  
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11:00	  am	  –	  12:00	  pm	  

	  

Keynote:	  Stefano	  Bertozzi,	  Dean,	  UC	  Berkeley	  School	  of	  Public	  Health,	  
The	  role	  of	  economics	  in	  global	  health	  

12:00	  pm	  –	  1:00	  pm	  	   Networking	  Lunch	  

1:00	  pm	  –	  3:00	  pm	   Hands-‐on	  workshops	  

Cost-‐effectiveness	  (Lead:	  Elliot	  Marseille)	  -‐	  Mahley	  Auditorium,	  
Gladstone	  

Behavioral	  Economics	  (Lead:	  Jenny	  Liu)	  –	  1700	  Owens	  St,	  Room	  410	  

Workforce	  (Lead:	  Joanne	  Spetz)	  –	  Conf	  Rms	  A&B,	  Gladstone	  

3:00	  pm	  –	  3:15	  pm	   Break	  

3:15	  pm	  –	  4:45	  pm	   Panel	  discussion:	  "Frontiers	  in	  Global	  Health	  Economics"	  

Moderator:	  

Dhruv	  Kazi,	  SFGH	  Cardiology	  

Panelists:	  

William	  Dow,	  UC	  Berkeley	  

Elvin	  Geng,	  SFGH	  AIDS	  Program	  

Doug	  Owens,	  Stanford	  

Elliot	  Marseille,	  Health	  Strategies	  International	  

Harsha	  Thirumurthy,	  UNC	  (SEARCH	  co-‐investigator).	  

Topics: 

• Do we need a standard cost-effectiveness threshold? 
• Should we pay patients to take their medications? 
• Is it time for low- and middle-income countries to pivot from 

communicable to non-communicable diseases? 
• Should we pay physicians for performance  

(or is intrinsic motivation a better driver)? 
• Should we focus on wealth creation or healthcare to optimize 

societal outcomes? 

4:45	  pm	  –	  5:00	  pm	   Closing	  remarks	  
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GHECon Colloquium 
 

Speaker Biographies 
 

Stefano Bertozzi, MD, PhD began his service as Dean and Professor of Health Policy and 
Management at the University of California, Berkeley School of Public Health in September 2013. Previously 
he was a senior fellow at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, where he has directed the HIV and tuberculosis 
programs and led a team that manages the foundation’s portfolio of grants in HIV vaccine development, 
biomedical prevention research, diagnostics, and strategies for introduction and scaling-up of interventions. 
He oversaw the development of a new initiative in efficiency and effectiveness, and represented the private 
foundation’s constituency on the board of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. He also 
serves on the scientific advisory boards for the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, the National 
Institute of Health’s Office of AIDS Research and the World Health Organization. Prior to joining the Gates 
Foundation, Dr. Bertozzi worked at the Mexican National Institute of Public Health as director of its Center for 
Evaluation Research and Surveys. He led economics and statistics teams that conducted impact evaluations 
of large health and social programs in Mexico, as well as in Africa, Asia and Latin America.  

 
Claire D. Brindis, DrPH is a Professor of Pediatrics and Health Policy and the Director of the Philip R. 

Lee Institute for Health Policy Studies at UCSF. She is also a Director of the Bixby Center for Global 
Reproductive Health and Executive Director of UCSF’s National Adolescent and Young Adult Health 
Information Center. Incorporating a variety of qualitative and quantitative methodologies, including cost-
benefit analyses, Dr. Brindis focuses on program evaluation and the translation of research into policy, 
particularly in the areas of children and adolescent health, and women’s reproductive health. She has special 
expertise on Latino/a diverse populations, global reproductive health, migration and health, as well as 
examining the impact of migration and acculturation on Latina/o immigrants. Dr. Brindis’ research interests 
also include consumer engagement in health care system re-design, tracking the implementation of the 
Accountable Care Act on adolescents and young adults, and strategies for closing the gap between the 
emergence of evidence-based innovation and its application to policy and programs. 

 
William H. Dow, PHD is Henry J. Kaiser Professor of Health Economics at the University of 

California–Berkeley’s School of Public Health, where he is Head of the Division of Health Policy and 
Management. He is also Director of the UC-Berkeley Center on the Economics and Demography of Aging 
(CEDA) and Associate Director of the Berkeley Population Center. In addition he is a Research Associate at the 
National Bureau of Economic Research, and previously served as Senior Economist at the White House 
Council of Economic Advisers. He received his PhD in economics from Yale University. Dow’s research 
analyzes economic aspects of health behaviors and related health and demographic outcomes. Recent 
interdisciplinary projects for which he is principal investigator span the globe, including the United States 
(e.g., NIA RC4 on behavioral economics approaches to increasing HIV screening behavior), Tanzania (testing 
incentives for reducing risky sexual behaviors), Costa Rica (NIA R01 for CRELES longitudinal survey to study 
economic determinants and biodemographic mechanisms underlying Costa Rica’s low mortality rates), and 
Thailand (NIDA R01 to test novel behavioral economics approach to smoking cessation). Honors include the 
John D. Thompson Prize for Young Investigators awarded by the Association of University Programs in Health 
Administration, and the Kenneth J. Arrow Award given by the International Health Economics Association. 

 
Elvin Geng, MD, MPH is Assistant Professor of Medicine at UCSF in the Division of HIV/AIDS.  His 

training is in clinical infectious diseases and epidemiology.  His research seeks to understand and improve 
the effectiveness of global care and treatment programs for HIV-infected patients under conditions of 
resource constraints. In particular, he applies perspectives from implementation and dissemination sciences 
to understand the effectiveness of global antiretroviral treatment (ART) programs. He is involved in a number 
of studies including (1) assembly of a cohort of HIV-infected patients in southwestern Uganda as part of an 
NIH funded consortium in East Africa; (2) a nested case control study to identify causes of early mortality in 
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Uganda; (3) extending novel methods into the cohort setting to study engagement in care, and (4) and using 
causal methods to understand longitudinal treatment effects in data collected in these settings. He hopes 
this research can yield generalizable lessons for science of implementation in health care that may be of use 
in other settings and disease conditions. 

 
Diane Havlir, MD is Professor of Medicine at the University of California, San Francisco and the Chief 

of the HIV/AIDS Division at San Francisco General Hospital. She was a physician in training when the AIDS 
epidemic emerged in the 1980s and has cared for HIV- infected patients in the clinic and hospital ever since. 
She has conducted clinical research in HIV and co-infections for over 25 years, with over 200 publications. Dr. 
Havlir has played an active role on the global stage as an author of the first WHO Global HIV Treatment 
Guidelines. In concert, she helped establish a Global HIV Drug Resistance surveillance program. She is a 
member of the Board of the STOP TB partnership, an advisor to the Infectious Disease Center for Global 
Health Policy, and co-chaired the 2012 International AIDS Conference. She is currently leading SEARH: a 
community randomized study in East Africa measuring the health, economic and education effects of testing 
and treating all HIV infected persons. 

 
Alison Hill, MPH, MBA is the Managing Director for Vestergaard's Water business. Vestergaard is a 

humanitarian enterprise dedicated to helping the world's most vulnerable people with technologies to 
prevent malaria, waterborne diseases, HIV/AIDS, and neglected tropical diseases. In addition to overseeing 
new product introductions and sales in the company’s Water business, Alison leads programs to expand 
access to safe drinking water globally. One cost-effective program integrates voluntary HIV testing and 
counseling with the delivery of bed nets to prevent malaria and water filters to decrease the incidence of 
waterborne diseases. Another program links environmental and health outcomes. This initiative uses carbon 
financing to provide sustainable access to safe drinking water to more than 4.5 million people in Western 
Kenya. Alison received her MPH and MBA from Johns Hopkins University and has lived and worked 
extensively in Africa over the last 13 years. 

 
James G. Kahn, MD, MPH is professor in the Philip R. Lee Institute for Health Policy Studies, Global 

Health Sciences, and the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at UCSF. His research focuses on the 
empirical and modeled assessment of the cost, effects, and cost-effectiveness of global health prevention 
and treatment interventions. His primary disease area is HIV, with additional work in integrated community 
health campaigns, gestational diabetes, orthopedics, and other health conditions. His geographic focus is 
mainly the U.S. and Africa. Prof. Kahn is the PI of the Global Health Decisions project, which examined efficacy 
data for interventions for 8 global health conditions and is modeling disease burden reduction and cost-
effectiveness for HIV interventions via a user-friendly graphic web interface. He is the lead cost and cost-
effectiveness investigator for SEARCH and related studies of ART expansion in Kenya & Uganda. He leads two 
core economics courses at UCSF, global health economics and decision and cost-effectiveness analysis. He 
coordinates the UCSF Global Health Economics Consortium (GHECon).  

 
Jenny Liu, PhD is a health economist with broad experience in conducting population health 

research in developing countries. Her current work involves identifying and piloting interventions aimed at 
improving the quality of health care services for the treatment of pediatric illnesses from informal health care 
providers in Nigeria, collecting primary data on malaria programmatic and implementation expenditures, 
and investigating the adoption of new diagnostics for malaria. Elsewhere, she is also focused on cultural 
change and links to health for young women and female genital circumcision in Egypt, bringing together 
economic and socio-anthropological frameworks to investigate the intergenerational transmission of health 
behavior. 
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Elliot Marseille, DrPH, MPP is the principal of the firm, Health Strategies International 
headquartered in Oakland, California that specializes in the economic evaluation of global health programs. 
Trained in health policy analysis, Dr. Marseille has 28 years of senior public health management and research 
experience with a focus on the empirical and modeled assessment of the cost, and cost-effectiveness of 
services, programs, and policies related to HIV/AIDS, and has completed 48 peer-reviewed publications, 
many concerned with the cost-effectiveness of HIV treatment and prevention interventions. He was 
Director of the PANCEA (Prevent AIDS: Network for Cost-Effectiveness Analysis) study of the unit costs of 8 
HIV prevention strategies in 5 countries, the largest HIV prevention cost study to date. He is currently a 
consultant to Global Health Decisions; NovoNordisk in a study of the economics of gestational diabetes; and 
the San Francisco Department of Public Health in an evaluation of “4th generation” HIV tests. Past work 
includes economic analyses for WHO, CDC, UNAIDS, Gates Foundation, World Bank, and other U.S. and global 
health agencies. 

 
Douglas K. Owens, MD, MS is the Henry J. Kaiser, Jr. Professor, and Director of the Center for Health 

Policy in the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies (FSI) and of the Center for Primary Care and 
Outcomes Research (PCOR) in the Department of Medicine and School of Medicine at Stanford.  He is a 
general internist and Associate Director of the Center for Innovation to Implementation at the VA Palo Alto 
Health Care System.  Owens is a professor of medicine and, by courtesy, of health research and policy at 
Stanford University; and a Senior Fellow at FSI. Owens' research focuses on methods for evidence synthesis, 
cost-effectiveness analysis, and methods for clinical decision making and guideline development. Owens 
chaired the Clinical Guidelines Committee of the American College of Physicians for four years, and now 
serves on the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, which develops national prevention guidelines. 

 
George Sawaya, MD is a professor of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences and 

Epidemiology & Biostatistics at UCSF. Dr Sawaya’s methodological interest is in systematic literature reviews 
and meta-analyses, and in cost-effectiveness analysis. His research program involves all major aspects of 
cervical cancer screening including the optimal age to begin screening, age to end screening, screening 
periodicity and screening technologies. From 2004-2008, he served on the US Preventive Services Task Force, 
a governmentally supported panel of 16 experts in prevention that makes screening and prevention 
recommendations for the general US primary care setting. At UCSF, he is a practicing obstetrician-
gynecologist and serves as the director San Francisco General Hospital's Colposcopy and Cervical Dysplasia 
Clinic. He was elected into the UCSF Academy of Medical Educators in 2003. He currently serves as leader of 
the training initiative of the Center for Healthcare Value at UCSF. 
 

Jaime Sepulveda, MD, MPH, MSc, DrScD is the Executive Director of UCSF Global Health Sciences, 
and Professor of Epidemiology, at the University of California in San Francisco.  From 2007 to 2011, Dr. 
Sepulveda was a member of the Foundation Leadership Team at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. He 
served at the BMGF in various roles: as Director of Integrated Health Solutions, Director of Special Initiatives 
and Senior Fellow in the Global Health Program.  He also served as a deputy to the Global Health President, 
Dr. Tachi Yamada, and played a central role in shaping the foundation’s overall global health strategy as part 
of its executive team.  Dr. Sepulveda worked closely with key foundation partners—including the GAVI 
Alliance, where he chaired the Executive Committee — to increase access to vaccines and other effective 
health solutions in developing countries. Sepulveda worked for more than 20 years in a variety of senior 
health posts in the Mexican government. After graduating from Harvard University where he obtained his 
Doctorate, he became Mexico’s Director-General of Epidemiology. At age 36, he was appointed Vice-Minister 
of Health. From 2003 to 2006, he served as Director of the National Institutes of Health of Mexico.  He was for 
almost a decade Director-General of Mexico’s National Institute of Public Health and Dean of the National 
School of Public Health. Sepulveda holds a medical degree from National Autonomous University of Mexico 
and two Masters and a Doctorate degree from Harvard University. 
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Joanne Spetz, PhD, is a Professor in the Philip R. Lee Institute for Health Policy Studies and in the 

Department of Family and Community Medicine and the School of Nursing at UCSF. She is the Associate 
Director for Research Strategy at the Center for the Health Professions and the Director of the Health 
Workforce Research Center. Dr. Spetz’s research focuses on the economics of the health care workforce and 
on the quality of patient care.  She also conducts research on the impact of drug policies on the use of illicit 
substances by youths and young adults. She has led national and state surveys of registered nurses, nurse 
employers, and nursing schools; developed forecasts of nurse supply and demand in California; evaluated 
programs to expand the supply of nurses; and examined unemployment of nurses in a global context.  She 
also has conducted research on the effects of health information technologies in hospitals, studies of the 
relationship between nursing and patient outcomes, analysis of hospital services and organization, and 
assessments of the effects of minimum nurse staffing regulations on patients and hospitals.  

 
Harsha Thirumurthy, PhD is Assistant Professor of health economics at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he holds a faculty position in the Department of Health Policy and 
Management in the Gillings School of Global Public Health. He is also a Faculty Fellow at the Carolina 
Population Center and an Affiliate of the Bureau for Research on the Economic Analysis of Development 
(BREAD). He has a Ph.D. in economics from Yale University. Professor Thirumurthy's interests lie at the 
intersection of economics and public health, with an emphasis on informing public policy. He has published 
articles in economics, public health, and medical journals. His current work is focused on the design of health 
interventions that are informed by insights from psychology and economics, as well as the evaluation of 
large-scale health initiatives such as the scale-up of HIV treatment in low-income countries. 

 
Leslie Wilson, PhD is an Associate Adjunct Professor in the Department of Medicine and the 

Department of Clinical Pharmacy, School of Pharmacy.  Dr. Wilson’s interests include health services research 
and the comparative effectiveness and economic analysis of disease and its treatments.  Her primary research 
interest is to understand how new treatments or types and patterns of care change the costs and outcomes 
of care.  The cost and cost-effectiveness analyses she has carried out are focused mainly on cancer, AIDS, 
genetic testing, multiple sclerosis, alzheimers, and global health and diseases. Her research on outcomes of 
care has focused on patient decision making, especially when weighing the risks and benefits of treatments, 
using measures of conjoint analysis, willingness to pay, and standard gamble. Her teaching has focused on 
health economics, pharmaco-economics, policy analysis, and decision analysis. 
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GHECon Mission 

 
 

GHECon promotes the use of state-of-the-art economic analyses to increase the 
impact of public health and clinical science to advance the health of people 
worldwide. Through fostering access to economic and health information and tools 
we promote “precision health policy” – the use of evidence to inform locally-adapted 
health strategies and interventions, to achieve large and lasting health gains. We 
pursue these goals through groundbreaking technical research, data and tool 
development, broad collaborations, and innovative teaching and training 
programs. 
 
The central GHECon strategy is to enhance the capacity of national and local 
jurisdictions to design and deliver efficient and high quality health services. 
Specifically, GHECon will use a broad set of health economics methods to: 
 

• Identify the major sources of mortality and disability amenable to 
intervention; 

• Characterize the effectiveness and cost of available interventions; 

• Support program decisions that advance the efficient allocation of available 
health resources within the context of local capacity, priorities, and values;  

• Provide guidance on financing and infrastructure; and 

• Identify and foster the use of best implementation practices. 

Our audience includes local and national decision-makers, international health 
officials and funders, other global health professionals, and patients and the public
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GHECon Member Profile Grid 
  

Updated	  November	  2013	  
(includes	  26	  of	  34	  current	  members)    

Name Affiliations Overview Health Conditions Methods Geography 

Kirsten Bibbins-
Domingo, PhD, MD, 
MAS 

Medicine; Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics 
(School of Medicine) 

- CVD intervention 
- Disease modeling 
- Cost-effectiveness 
- Health disparities 

- Cardiovascular disease (heart 
failure, hypertension) 
- Obesity 
- Chronic kidney disease 

- Disease modeling 
- Cost effectiveness analysis 

U.S., United Kingdom, 
China, Latin America 
(Mexico, Argentina, 
Chile) 

Colin Boyle, MPP, 
MBA  

Global Health Sciences, Haas 
Center for Nonprofit and 
Public Leadership  

- Strategic and operational 
performance improvement 

- Malaria 
- HIV/AIDS 
- Reproductive health 
- Maternal and child health 
- Nutrition 
- Neglected tropical diseases 

- Strategy, management, 
operations, organizational 
design, project planning 
- Pricing, forecasting 
- Cost effectiveness modeling 

  

Joelle Brown, PhD, 
MPH 

Global Health Sciences, Ob-
Gyn, Epidemiology & 
Biostatistics 
(School of Medicine) 

- Reproductive Health 
- HIV and STDs 
- Implementation Science 

- HIV and STDs 

- Field epidemiology 
- Clinical trials 
- Observational studies 
- Cost-effectiveness analysis 
- Causal inference 

Sub-Saharan Africa 
(Kenya, Zimbabwe, 
Tanzania) 

Ingrid Chen, Ph.D. Global Health Sciences 
(School of Medicine) 

- Drug discovery  
- Pharmacokinetics and 
pharmacodynamics 
- Implementation science 
- Cost-effectiveness analysis 

- Malaria - Cost-effectiveness analysis  
- Disease modeling Myanmar and Uganda 
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GHECon Member Profile Grid 
  

Updated	  November	  2013	  
(includes	  26	  of	  34	  current	  members)    

Name Affiliations Overview Health Conditions Methods Geography 

Neelam Sekhri 
Feachem, MHA 

Global Health Sciences, UCSF 
and UC Berkeley School of 
Public Health 

- Policy, financing, and management 
of health care systems 
- Public private partnerships 
- Implementation of health reforms 

    Africa, India, Latin 
America 

Diana Greene Foster, 
PhD 

Ob-Gyn, Health Policy 
(School of Medicine) 

- Family planning policy 
- Cost-effectiveness - Pregnancy 

- Quantitative models 
(Markov model and a 
microsimulation) 
- Patient surveys 
-Cost-effectiveness analysis 
- Longitudinal analysis 

U.S.,  Tunisia, Colombia, 
South Africa, Nepal, 
Bangladesh 

Alex Goodell 

Health Policy, UC Berkeley – 
UC San Francisco Joint 
Medical Program 
(School of Medicine) 

- Novel web based tools  
- HIV 

- HIV 
- Babesiosis/cryptococcosis 

- Health economics modeling 
- Web technologies 
- Object-oriented 
programming 
- Database management 
- Visual design 

Africa,  South America 

Richard Gosselin MD, 
MPH, MSc, FRCS(C) 

Orthopaedic Surgery 
(School of Medicine) 

- Health services research 
- Cost-effectiveness analysis 
- Orthopaedic surgery 

- Orthopaedic diseases 
- Trauma and injuries 

- Systematic review 
- Cost-effectiveness analysis 

Northern Africa, Sub-
Saharan Africa, Middle 
East, Far East, South East 
Asia, Central and South 
America 

Thomas L. Hall, MD, 
DrPH 

Epidemiology & Biostatistics 
(School of Medicine) 

- Health workforce planning and 
projection 
- Computer-based health sector 
planning model  
- Modeling and simulation 

- not relevant 

- Planning and projection 
- Computer-based health 
sector planning model  
- Modeling and simulation 

Asia, United Kingdom, 
Latin America 
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GHECon Member Profile Grid 
  

Updated	  November	  2013	  
(includes	  26	  of	  34	  current	  members)    

Name Affiliations Overview Health Conditions Methods Geography 

Renee Hsia, MD, MSc, 
FACEP 

Emergency Department, 
Health Policy 
(School of Medicine) 

- Access to emergency care 
- Healthcare pricing 
- Cost-effectiveness of pre-hospital 
care 

- Trauma care 
- Emergency care 

- Risk adjustment 
- Cost-effectiveness analysis 
- Large databases 
- Geocoding 

U.S. primarily, interest in 
global 

Aliya Jiwani, MPH 

Health Strategies 
International, Super Models 
for Global Health, Rutgers 
University  

- Evaluation of global health 
programs 
- Implementation of cost-
effectiveness models  

- HIV 
- Syphilis 
- Gestational diabetes 

- Program monitoring and 
evaluation 
- Cost-effectiveness 

  

James G. Kahn, MD, 
MPH 

Health Policy, Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics, Global 
Health Sciences 
(School of Medicine) 

- Cost-effectiveness of prevention & 
treatment 
- Implementation costing 
- Billing and insurance-related 
administrative costs 
- Adding: behavioral economics 

- Focus: HIV/AIDS 
- Also: Congenital syphilis, 
maternal health, gestational 
diabetes, diarrhea, malaria, TB, 
Crohn's 

- Cost-effectiveness analysis 
- Systematic Review 
- Disease modeling 

East Africa (Uganda, 
Kenya, Tanzania), U.S., 
various other countries 
(India, South Africa, 
Mexico, Russia) 

Dhruv Kazi, MD,  
MSc, MS 

Cardiology, Medicine, 
Epidemiology & Biostatistics 
(School of Medicine) 

- Cardiovascular interventions 
- Novel diagnostic approaches (drugs, 
medical devices, genetic testing) 
- Scalable mobile health 

- Coronary heart disease, 
coronary stenting, heart failure, 
valve disease 
- Genotype-guided therapy 
- Screening 

- Costing and cost-
effectiveness 
- Intervention & disease 
modeling 
- Systematic review 
- Big data analysis 

India 

Sebastian Kevany, 
MA MPH 

Health Policy  
(School of Medicine) 

- Health diplomacy 
- Program evaluation 
- Cost-effectiveness 

- AIDS 
- Tuberculosis 
- Malaria  

- Health diplomacy 
- Program evaluation 
- Cost-effectiveness 

Africa, the Middle East, 
and South-East Asia 
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GHECon Member Profile Grid 
  

Updated	  November	  2013	  
(includes	  26	  of	  34	  current	  members)    

Name Affiliations Overview Health Conditions Methods Geography 

Jenny X. Liu, PhD Global Health Sciences, 
Global Health Group 

- Development economics 
- Economic demography 
- Behavioral economics 

- Malaria 
- Pediatric illnesses 

- Intervention design and 
evaluation 
- Behavioral economics 
- Econometrics 
- Survey design and 
implementation 
- Secondary data analysis 
- Causal analysis 
- Mixed-methods  

Africa, India  

Elliot Marseille, DrPH, 
MPP 

Health Strategies 
International (ongoing UCSF 
collaborator) 

- Cost-effectiveness of prevention 
and treatment 
- Implementation costing 

- Focus: HIV/AIDS 
- Also: Gestational diabetes, 
diarrhea, malaria, TB 

- Cost-effectiveness analysis 
- Disease modeling 
- External validity 

Africa (Zambia, Uganda, 
Kenya, S. Africa), U.S., 
India, Israel, Nepal 

Wendy Max, PhD 

Institute for Health & Aging, 
Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, Tobacco Center, 
Cancer Center 
(School of Nursing) 

- Economic impact of illness, injury, 
and behaviors 
- Tobacco use 
- LGBT community 

- Smoking and secondhand 
smoke 
- Cancer 
- Alzheimer's 
- Injury  

- Cost analysis 
- Expenditure models 
- Cost-effectiveness analysis 
- Policy analysis 
- Economic Modeling 

U.S., California, India, 
China, Malawi 
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GHECon Member Profile Grid 
  

Updated	  November	  2013	  
(includes	  26	  of	  34	  current	  members)    

Name Affiliations Overview Health Conditions Methods Geography 

Dominic Montagu, 
DrPH 

Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics, Global Health 
Sciences 
(School of Medicine) 

- Private delivery of healthcare in 
developing countries: structure, 
access, quality, cost 

- HIV, malaria, diarrhea 
- Mixed methods 
- Surveys 
- Systematic review 

Africa (Kenya, Nigeria, 
Ghana), Asia (Myanmar, 
India), Guatemala 

Saam Morshed, MD 
PhD MPH 

Orthopaedic Surgery, 
Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics 
(School of Medicine) 

- Technology transfer 
- Health services research 
- Orthopedic  surgery  

Orthopedic Trauma, Infections 

- Systematic Review/ Meta-
analysis 
- Causal Inference 
- Clinical Trials 

U.S., Tanzania 

John Peabody, MD 
PhD 
 

Epidemiology & Biostatistics 
(School of Medicine) 

- Health policy 
- Quality of clinical care 
- Health systems 
- Reimbursement models 

- Maternal, neonatal and non-
communicable conditions  
- Cancer (breast, lung, 
gastrointestinal) 
- Autism 

- Impact measurement 
- Costing and Cost-
effectiveness  
- Intervention and disease 
modeling 
- Systematic review 
- Healthcare quality 
measurement 

Asia 

Kathryn A. Phillips, 
PhD 

- UCSF Center for 
Translational and Policy 
Research on Personalized 
Medicine (TRANSPERS) - 
Clinical Pharmacy 
- Health Policy 
- Cancer Center 
-  Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics 
- Human Genetics 
(Schools of Pharmacy and 
Medicine) 

- Personalized/precision medicine 
- Health services research and health 
policy 
- Translational research across basic, 
clinical, social science - Consumer 
engagement including preferences 
and price transparency 

 
- Cancer 
- Genetic testing  
- Women's health 

- Cost-effectiveness analysis 
- Secondary dataset analysis 
- Systematic literature review 
- Comparative effectiveness 
research 
- Quantitative preference 
("stated choice" and "conjoint 
analysis")  
- Behavioral economics 

U.S. primarily, interest in 
global 
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GHECon Member Profile Grid 
  

Updated	  November	  2013	  
(includes	  26	  of	  34	  current	  members)    

Name Affiliations Overview Health Conditions Methods Geography 

George Sawaya, MD 
Ob-Gyn, Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics 
(School of Medicine) 

- Cancer screening 
- Guidelines 
- Education on value in health (quality 
and cost) 

- Cervical and other cancers 
- HPV 

- Systematic Review / Meta-
analysis 
- Epidemiology 
- Cost-effectiveness analysis 

U.S. primarily, interest in 
global 

Joanne Spetz, PhD 

Institute for Health Policy 
Studies, Center for the 
Health Professions, Family & 
Community Medicine, Social 
& Behavioral Sciences 
(Schools of Medicine & 
Nursing) 

- Workforce planning & labor 
economics 
- Quality of and access to care 
- Health information technologies  
- Drug policy and youth drug use 
- Maternal/child and immigrant 
health 
- Hospital organization and finances 

- Substance abuse 
- Tuberculosis 
- Pressure ulcers 

- Econometrics (incl 
instrumental variables, multi-
level modeling) 
- Cost-effectiveness analysis 
- Mixed methods evaluation 
- Survey research 
- Other quantitative methods 

U.S. primarily, interest in 
global 

Hai-Yen Sung, PhD 

Health & Aging, Social & 
Behavioral Sciences, 
Tobacco, Cancer Center 
(School of Nursing) 

- Tobacco (economic burden, impact 
of policies, behavior)  
- Cancer (screening, outcomes and 
cost) 

- Cancer 
- Tobacco related illness 

- Econometric modeling 
- Cost & expenditure models 
- Other quantitative methods 
- Policy analysis 

U.S., California, India, 
China, Indonesia, and 
Taiwan 

Samuel Tseng, PhD 

Medicine, Emergency 
Medicine, Surgery, Health 
Policy 
(School of Medicine) 

- Cost-effectiveness analysis 
- Elective Surgery (hip and knee 
replacement) 

- HIV 
- Diabetes 

- Costing and cost-
effectiveness analysis 
- Econometrics and Economic 
Modeling 

U.S., California, Taiwan 

Leslie Wilson, PhD Clinical Pharmacy 
(School of Pharmacy) 

- Health services research 
- Comparative effectiveness  
- Cost-effectiveness 

- Cancer 
- AIDS 
- Genetic testing 
- Multiple sclerosis 
- Alzheimers 
- Tropical diseases (chagas, 
valley fever) 

- Economic Modeling 
- Multivariate Analysis 
- Cost effectiveness analysis 
- Conjoint Analysis, WTP, 
Standard Gamble 
- Survey design 

U.S., Latin America, 
Pacific Rim 
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UCSF Teaching/Training/Fellowships in Health Economics       

Draft 10-Nov-2013          

Name Joanne Spetz Joanne 
Spetz Joanne Spetz Wendy Max Leslie Wilson James G. 

Kahn 
James G. 

Kahn Tom Hall Neelam 
Feachem George Sawaya 

School/Dept Nursing Nursing 
Dept of 

Pharmacy/ 
Bioengineering 

Dept Sco and 
Beh Sciences 

(SON) 

Dept of 
Pharmacy GHS Medicine / 

Epi-Biostat SOM 
Global 
Health 

Sciences 
SOM 

Course Title/# Health 
Economics 

Health 
Financing 

and 
Economics 

TBD S284 Health 
Economics CP157 Global Health 

Economics 

Decision and 
Cost-

effectiveness 
analysis 

"Global Health 
101"   Intersessions (IDS 112) 

# credits 3 1 3 4 3 3 2 one class in 
GH course 

2 
(proposed) unknown 

Quarter 
offered 

Every 3rd 
quarter 

Every 
quarter 
strting 
winter 
2014 

Fall Winter Fall Fall Winter Winter Winter 
(proposed) Spring and Fall 

Offered every 
year? "…" Yes Yes Yes 

Sometimes 
each year, or 
every other 

year 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 
(proposed) Yes 

Main trainee 
disciplines of 

program 
HAIL Students HAIL 

Students MTM students 

Required of 
nursing 

students in 
health policy, 

leadership, and 
public health 

nursing (3 
different 

tracks)__Mostly 
masters' 

students, but 
always a few 
PhD students 

Pharmacists, 
nursing, 

MDs, staff 

Masters 
students in 

global health 

Residents in 
research 

years and 
post-docs; 

also 
students, 

junior faculty 

Medical and 
nursing 

students 

Health 
Systems 

and 
Financing 

MD students 

Avg # 
trainees TBD TBD 25 25-46 8 to 16 40 25-30 25-30 30 150 
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UCSF Teaching/Training/Fellowships in Health Economics       

Draft 10-Nov-2013          

Lead faculty Joanne Spetz Joanne 
Spetz Joanne Spetz Wendy Max Leslie Wilson James G. 

Kahn 

James G. 
Kahn; maybe 

Dhruv Kazi 
Chris Stewart Neelam 

Feachem 

Cindy Lai (course 
director); G Sawaya co-

Director 

Main 
competencies 

Deeper 
understanding 

of health 
economics 

and business 
finance 

Basics of 
health 
finance 

and 
economics 

health 
economics, 
how health 
systems are 

financed (US 
and world), 

business 
finance 

not sure what 
this 

means.  The 
students learn 

the basic 
principles of 

economics as 
applied to the 

healthcare 
sector 

Cost 
effectiveness 

Analysis 
through 
decision 

modeling 
using 

Markov and 
decision 
trees and 
TreeAge 

Mastery of 
broad range 
of concepts 

in health 
metrics, costs 

and cost-
effectiveness, 

welfare 
indices, 
health-

wealth links, 
health 

systems, 
health care 
financing. 

Decision and 
Cost-

effectiveness 
analysis, 

with 
decision 
trees and 
Markov 

analyses, 
using Excel 
or TreeAge. 

Introduction 
to and 

understanding 
of the health 

problems 
affecting low 
and middle 

income 
countries, 

their 
underlying 
causes, and 

major 
programs 

designed to 
deal with 

them 

health 
systems 
analysis, 
health 

financing, 
macro-

economics 
of health 

care 

Describe the basic 
principles of cost-

benefit, cost-utility and 
cost-effectiveness 

analysis and Identify 
and define basic health 

policy concepts of 
access, cost, and 

resource allocation, 
and explain their 
relationships and 

implications for patient 
care and medical 

practice 
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